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Scapegoating of Youth

Throughout history dominant majorities
have redirected public attention away
from the magjorities’ problems and onto
an artificialy created scapegoat. Many
countries have used a variety of scape-
goats throughout time; this practice
leadsto persecution and anger towardsthe
selected minority. Today in North Ameri-
can society a new scapegoat is being
fabricated; this scapegoat is our youth.
Dueto powerful advocacy and protection
organizations, scapegoating of other
minorities is on the decline and the one
remaining minority with no voice or say
insociety isour nation’syouth. A highly
visible manifestation of this scapegoating
isevident in society’streatment of youth
violence. By exaggerating the extent of
youth violence, the mediaand politicians
seek to promote their own personal
agendas at the expense of the generation
under the age of mgjority. Currently the
publicisbeing fed theidea of aplague
of youth violence in society that will
only get worse. The often proclaimed
“egpidemic of youth violence” is used by
media, doctorsand politicianstoincrease
their ratings and profilein the nation.

In today’s society, forms of mass media
such as newspapers, television, and radio
exert tremendousinfluence over the nation.
Mass media streams into the homes of
millions of people everyday. Thisbroad
audience givesthe mediathetremendous
ability to shape the discussion around
certain issues. Within apolitical frame-
work, themediaisreferredto as“thegreat
mentioner” duetoitsability to feature or

Alex Koroknay-Palicz

ignorepoaliticians' campaignsand political
issues. Through the years, journalism
integrity codesof impartiality have hel ped
toensurethat thispower would not bemis-
used, but these safeguards are crumbling.
In acompetitive market news mediamust
competefor anaudiencejust likeany other
form of entertainment.

The search for ratings leads the mediato
sensationalize news and put slants on
news that will sell advertisements and
increasecirculaion. “Themediapump fear
in two ways. Because it's abusiness and
needsto attract attention, it goesfor what's
shocking,” says Naneen Karraker, aBay
Area criminologist. “And by trying to
get something zingy in asmall space, the
mediasimplify something that’s complex
and often distort the facts’ (Farr, “Fear
Reigns’). According to Newskit: A Consu-
mersGuideto NewsMedia, thereareeight
journalistic techniques that bias news
reporting; these include: bias through
sdlection and omission; biasthrough place-
ment; bias by headline; bias by photos,
captions and camera angles; bias through
use of names and titles; bias through
statisticsand crowd counts; biasby source
control; and through word choiceand tone
(Media-Awareness Network).

Selection and omission is a dangerous
tactic that is used very effectively in the

negative portrayal of youth as violent
predators. “A 1996 report by the Berkeley
Media Studies Group found that more
than half of local news stories on youth
involved violence, and more than two-
thirds of the violence stories concerned
young people under age 25 (American
Journal of Public Health, 8/97) ... Eighty
percent is committed by adults over 18"
(Templeton). Clearly, the pressistaking
full advantage of its power toomitandis
harming youth in the process.

The second technique involves the
placement of stories in a newspaper or
on atelevision broadcast. Stories on the
front page or early in the show receivethe
most attention and the most emphasis. In
the Thursday March 2, 2000 edition of the
Washington Post, it was decided to place
a shooting by a six-year-old gunman in
which one person died on the front page,
while placing amuch more deadly shoot-
ing involving a 39-year-old man later in
the paper. Although the shooting in a
PennsylvaniaMcDona d'sresulted inthe
deaths of two people, critically injuring
three others, it was deemed less impor-
tant than the crime committed by ayouth
(Slevin and Sanderson; Claiborne).

continued on page 10
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Obituary

Joshua Gilbert, founder and President of the Canadian Youth Rights Association
(CYRA) and President of ASFAR in 1997, died on April 24, 2001. Two lettersremem-
bering Josh and what his life meant to the cause of youth rights are printed below.

| just heard about Josh .... hewill definitely be missed inthe Y R community. Josh
was one of thefirst people | met when | got involved in youth rightsafew years ago.
| never met him in person, but | spoke to him frequently, and this is definitely a sad
day for youth rights. Jason Gerber

... was shocked to learn about Josh Gilbert's death. Although | never knew him
personally, | havetalked with him onlinebefore.... | wrotethis sortaasatributeto the
great YR ally and friend we havelost—may heliveonin our hearts, memoriesand in
the causethat wefight for. Joshwasonce President of ASFAR, fromwhat I’ vegathered.
Most notably, hefounded and led CY RA, bringing organized youth rightsto Canada.
From my knowledge, he and CY RA have been pretty successful in the past ... YR
internationally haslost one of its greatest allies and friends—and Canada has lost a
great rightsactivist. 1'm sorry that thisisatad long, but | leave you with this:

InMemory of aGreat Ally Against Oppression
Many only think of
Abraham, Martin, and John
but now we must add onto the list.
Unfortunately another’s arrived at Heaven
hopefully greeted with angelic bliss
but down here on Earth we mourn
for our causeistemporarily torn
as the undertaker updates the list.
Abraham, Martin, John, and Josh
four fightersfor rights
that we shall surely miss.

Throughout history

tears havefilled our eyes
people have come

in hope of freedom

yet they go

some without goodbyes.

They diefor usto live

and we've lived to see their fate
they’ve died fighting the good cause
towinit, it'snever too late.

Bob J. Mayberry

Letters

Diversionary Tactics

Solong asadultsrule, they will makesure
they rule by covering up things like
parental abuse and talking instead about
school shootings and things of that
nature. It makes society think that
something is being done .... But | think
there’dbealot lessunrestif thereweren't
S0 many parents using their kids as
pawns or punching bags. “diviana’

Diversionary Tactics(Response)
Classic scapegoating.

No one likesto squirm .... adults (par-
ticularly Baby Boomers) will do anything
they can to take the spotlight off of their
generation. They can focus on a few
exceptionally rare events like school
shootings and use one teenager on one
day in one school of 2900+ to represent
all teens everywhere everyday. For that
grossly inaccurate comparison to befair,
we would have to use Ted Bundy, Jeff
Dahmer, Tim McVeigh, and Charles
Manson as representative of all adults.

Teen pregnancy isreally mostly adult w/
teen pregnancy, but that “adult” part al-
ways gets conveniently left out. After
al, adultscandonowrong. “PedroP”
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Psychotherapy Proves Fatal

On April 17, Colorado Governor Bill
Owens banned the use of “rebirthing”
therapy in his state in response to the
death of 10-year-old Candace Newmaker,
who died while undergoing the therapy
<http://www.cnn.com/2001/L AW/04/17/
rebirthing.ban/index.html>. However,
reports suggest that the technique is
usually carried out safely. In this case,
the young patient did not consent to the
treatment, and her requests to stop the
sessionwereignored. Thetwo Colorado
therapistsand Candace’ s adoptive mother,
who had flown the girl from North Caro-
lina for the treatment, were all charged
with child abuse <http://www.cnn.com/
2001/L AW/04/05/rebirthing.trial/index.
html>. Moreinformation on this story
appears at <http://www.msnbc.com/
local/RMN/DRMN247886.asp?cpl=1>.

MediaMisleadsin Crime Coverage

A new study called “ Off Balance: Youth,
Raceand CrimeintheNews’ demonsirates
that the news media unduly portrays
youth and minorities as perpetrators of
violence. Homicide coverage on network
newsincreased 473% from 1990 to 1998,
the study finds, while actual homicides
decreased 32.9% in the same period. In
Cdlifornia, inayear in which youth were
responsible for 14% of all arrests for
violent offenses, about 70% of the local
news stories on violenceinvolved youth.
The report appears at <http://www.
buildingbl ocksforyouth.org/media/>.

Six-Year-Old Teken Serioudy

A New Mexico kindergarten student was
suspended from school for nine days for
shouting at a classmate that he was going
to kill her. A hearing was scheduled to
consider the possibility of a full year's
suspention for the threat. See <http://
www.|asvegassun.com/sunbin/stories/
nat-gen/2001/apr/06/040606435.html>.

Two LessCurfew Laws

The ACLU has had some recent success
with curfew cases; two news releases at
<http://www.aclu.org/news/2001/n032
201c.html> and <http://www.aclu.org/
news/2001/n032301a.html> report that
acurfew law in Anchorage, Alaskawas
struck down by acourt on March 22, and
aruling which found a West New York,
New Jersey curfew ordinance unconsti-
tutional was upheld by a state appeals
court on March 23.

VictimsBilled for Abuser’s Treatment

After serving hiseight-year jail sentence
for the aggravated sexual assault of histwo
children, Nelden McMicklewasmoved to
a psychiatric facility, as permitted by a
1993 New Jersey law allowing the stateto
commit sex offenderswho may continueto
poseathreat. But a1918 statelaw holds
relatives partly responsible for court-
ordered psychiatric care, so McMickle's
two grown children are now required to
submit their tax returns to the state’'s
Department of Human Services, to deter-
mine how much of their father’s annual
$90,000 bill they will be required to pay.
The siblings, according to the story at
<http://www.apbnews.com/newscenter/
breakingnews/2001/03/26/story_sexualy
abused_children.html>, have refused to
comply and are pursuing legal action.

Informant Sued for Following Rules

Kristina Tapia, a high school student in
Lancaster, California, reported to school
authorities adeath threat she overheard
afellow student make; her family isnow
being sued by that student’s family for
slander and defamation of character, as
reported at <http://www.cnn.com/2001/
fyi/teachers.ednews/03/26/school.
whistleblower/>. A court ruled that the
school district did not have to help with
the Tapias' $40,000legal bill.

News Links

More GirlsGoing to Jall

To keep juvenile detention centersfull in
thisperiod of declining youth crime, law
enforcement agencies are making up the
difference by arresting more girls, who,
according to an American Bar Association
report, are generally detained for less
serious offensesthan boys. A brief article
appears at <http://www.lasvegassun.
com/sunbin/stories/news/2001/apr/30/
043009351.html>.

Connecticut Fails to Report Abuse

TheHartford Courant reportsthat while
Connecticut’s Department of Childrenand
Families had clear evidence of serious
physical abuse taking place at one of its
juvenileingtitutions in 1999, they did not
report the case to the State’s Attorney for
investigation or prosecution, as required by
state law. Since the abuses documented
took placein 1998 and 1999, many of the
cases cannot be prosecuted, due to a
one-year statute of limitations on assaults.
Further detailsare given at <http://www.
ctnow.com/scripts/editorial .dll ?eetype=
Article& eeid=4322580& render=y&
Table=& ck=& ver=2.5>.

Behavior Study Reports the Obvious

A North Carolina study found that high
schoolerswho frequently watched wres-
tling on TV were more likely to get into
fights, carry weapons, and use alcohol or
chewing tobacco. Completely forgetting
the difference between correlation and
causation, the researchers concluded that
viewing wrestling on television was the
cause of the other behaviors. Theorgani-
zation Mothers Against Drunk Driving
considered this story worthy of note; it
appears at <http://jtodirect.madd.org/
plugin.jtml?sitel D=MADD& p=2&
Tab=News& Object |D=267333>.
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The President’s Pen

George Justin Mallone
President, ASFAR
<president@asfar.org>

In past editions of Youth Truth you've
heard about the horrors currently taking
place in our educational system. The
drugging-up, dumbing-down, and brain-
washing of youth, and the police state-like
atmosphere to which they are subjected,
rightfully shock and terrify usall. But are
these things just a sign of our society’s
virulently anti-youth attitude at this
moment, amere sign of thetimes? Or are
they more then just an aberration—are
they theinevitableresult flowing fromthe
fundamental premises and structure of
what most people consider an education?

Traditional schooling is textbook-based
and teacher-led. Any deviation isat the
discretion of theteacher (who oftenisfar
too disinterested to make any worthwhile
attempt at deviating from the dull lesson
plan). The students must comply with
the instructions of the teacher and the
demands of the lesson plan or take the
risk of their parentsreceiving acall (and
given that we live in a culture that sanc-
tionsthe physical abuse of young people
by their parents, it's easy to understand
the reasoning of those young peoplewho
cry uncle when confronted with this
threat). And asthe years go by, and the
intensity level israised, wefind ourselves
withamost curioussituation: young people
put in the pressure-cooker of worrying
about their future (for which their educa-
tiona experience oftenill-preparesthem),
and at the same time undergoing a high-
intensity course in boredom.

On a personal level, it never ceases to
amaze me how school can make afasci-
nating subject like history seem dull to
so many people. But when the past is
ripped from its context, from the human
passionsand ideal sand dramasthat made
it happen, and isreducedto aseriesof dates

to be correlated with particular events,
well, how could it not seem boring?
Treating history asjust abunch of events
and dates, and nothing more, makes it
seem as exciting asthe prospect of open-
ing adictionary and memorizing the defi-
nition of arandomword (infact, the latter
seems possibly more appealing). Thisis
just one example.

| offer the theory that the problem with
educationissystemic, and not merely with
regard to thelack of respect for children’'s
rights (though thisiscertainly apart of the
problem). No, | want to suggest that even
inan ASFARianworld, whereall arbitrary
age-based restrictionswere repealed, we
would still be functioning sub-optimally
if we continued on with our authoritarian
model of schooling. For an ASFAR kind of
world, or to help build one, one needs a
school based on the premise that young
people areindividuals, with rights, and a
school that repects that fact to the utmost.

Enter Sudbury

Sudbury Valley School, based in Fram-
ingham, Massachusetts, was founded
in 1968, and was, to my knowledge,
the first of the “democratic” schools.
Sometimes it's simpler just to let what
you're talking about speak for itself, so
herel quote from the Sudbury home page
<http://www.sudval.org/>:

The Other Path

Sudbury Valley School is a place where
people decide for themselves how to
spend their days. Here, studentsof all ages
determine what they will do, as well as
when, how, and where they will do it.
This freedom is at the heart of the school;
it belongs to the students as their right,
not to be violated. The fundamental pre-
mises of the school are simple: that all
peopleare curious by nature; that the most
efficient, long-lasting, and profound learn-
ing takes place when started and pursued
by the learner; that all people are creative
if they areallowed to develop their unique
talents; that age-mixing among students
promotes growth in all members of the
group; and that freedom is essential to the
development of personal responsibility.

In practice, thistrandatesinto no classes,
no formal organized “structure”, and a
democratic style of organization, withthe
students being active, voting memberson
the Assembly that runs the school and
decides everything from selection of staff
to enforcement of rules and regulations.

Oneof the concernsfrequently voiced about
thismethod of educationistheworry that,
if youth are not forced to learn a certain
minimum amount in certain subjects, a
“base of knowledge” if youwill, they will
beincapable of functioning in our society.
Ignored isthefact that, if thereisacertain
minimum base of knowledge necessary,
people |eft to pursue knowledge on their
ownwill tend towardslearningit, ontheir
own. Thisis affirmed by the fact that, de-
spite the lack of coercion, of structure, of
all the"rigors’ weassociatewith traditional
education, not one child has ever left
Sudbury without knowing how toread.
Thismay seem unconvincing in the con-
text of our information economy, withits
dependence on specialized knowledge
that goes above and beyond the“ basics’,
but when one considers the fact that
traditional high schools cannot claim
anywhere near the same 100% literacy
ratefor their graduates (infact, I’ ve seen
statistics that say anywhere from 10% to
20% of high school graduates cannot read
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New Drug Law Is Attack on College Students

Today in the United States, college stu-
dentsare denied student loansif they have
been convicted of any state or federal drug
offenses. This is in accordance with
Section 484, subjection ‘r’ of the Higher
Education Act (HEA) of 1998, which went
into effect thispast July. According tothe
Department of Education, an estimated
8,100 studentshavelost someor al of their
federal aidinthe 2000-2001 schoal year.

Thishill clearly doesmore harmthan good.
By increasing the number of students
who are denied loans, it in turn becomes a
very harsh penalty on students from low
incomefamilies. Onewould think that the
government would want to encourage

The Other Path

continued

their diplomas), and when one considers
that reading is the essential gateway to
the library of a knowledge economy, and
when one considers the fact that if young
people can learn to read in a democratic
school much more proficiently then their
“normal school” counterparts, and that
logic dictates they must be able to learn
various other things with greater profi-
ciency aswell ... not only hasone done a
lot of considering, but one must conclude
that perhaps there is something to this
whole“learninfreedom” thing after all.

Whilethisform of education hastakenroot
across the country over the years, there
remains a lack of sufficient democratic
schools around the country. What a
travesty itisthat evenin my hometown,
New York City, one of the most cosmo-
politan and purportedly open-minded
citiesintheworld, one can look highand
low for ademocratic school and come up
with nothing. But perhapsthetimeisripe
for achangeindirection. Onelooks at the
growing popularity of homeschooling,
and wonders: maybe Americaisready for
new perspectives on education?

peopleto seek higher education. But now,
those who were struggling to make it
through collegeinthefirst place now have
to drop out of school.

Even the Department of Education has
spoken out against the student loan pro-
vision of the HEA, reminding lawmakers
that judgesaready havethe power totake
away student aid if they feel it is appro-
priate punishment. Judges were able to
usetheir own discretion, on acase-by-case
basis. Now, these particular studentswill
losetheir federal aid no matter how minor
the charges may be.

For anyonewhoisaproponent of thishill,
it should be noted that thereare no similar
laws for rapists, murderers, robbers, or
those convicted on assault. Why isthere
adifferent sandard for drug use? Onewho
has smoked pot on occasion will lose
their financia aid beforeamurderer would,
according to thislegidation. Itisbaffling
that the government would punish a drug
user more harshly than they would a
murderer or rapist. Drug usersarefar less
dangerous to society, compared to such
violent offenders. Infact, peopletoday are
beginning to realize that drug users are
not directly athreat to society, but rather
only threatening their own well-being.
KeppieKeppel, high school junior, agrees
with this, saying, “I do not support this
law. Just because someoneisadrug user,
that isn’t something that should determine
whether they receivefinancia aid.”

Perspective

Larissa Price
Vice-President, ASFAR
<larissa84@rocketmail .com>

Representative Barney Frank (D-MA),
hasintroduced abill to repeal thisfederal
provision. Frank says, “Someone who
commits murder or armed robbery is not
automatically barred from financial aid
digibility, but if you have even one non-
violent drug conviction, you can’t get aid
for ayear. Authorities previoudy had the
discretion to bar ad to people based on the
severity of their crimes and whether they
are taking the steps to rehabilitate them-
selves. My hill would simply restore that
discretion.” Frank’sbhill is co-sponsored
by MaxineWaters(D-CA), ConnieMorella
(R-MD), and Eleanor Holmes-Norton
(D-DC), among twenty-three other
representatives. Over seventy civil lib-
erties and national educational groups
including the NAACP, ACLU, and
NORML have also endorsed the bill that
would repeal those previous provisions.

This bill is an attack on the youth of
America. Young peoplewishingto make
something of themselves may be stopped
from receiving higher education because
of thislaw. Evenif astudent tried smok-
ing pot only once and were caught, he or
shewould losefinancial aid. Inasociety
whereit is deemed necessary to receive
a college education in order to become
successful, the government should make
all opportunities open to those who do not
pose adirect threat to society.

Many students are convicted on minor,
non-violent charges, but aretill denied aid.
Kate Wetzel, high schoal junior, states, “I
don’t think it should rule out your chance
at financial aid because people make
mistakes.” Withthesupport of lawvmakers
and civil rights organizations, this law
will be repealed and igibility restored to
students convicted of minor chargeswho
areclearly worthy of receiving financia aid.
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Sue’s Review

Susan Wishnetsky
Treasurer, ASFAR
<swishnets@aol .com>

Movie makers know how to keep an au-
dienceriveted. Without avillain or athrest
of disaster, there’sno story. L et the audi-
ence know who or what the evil entity is,
before the intended victims know. If the
impending doom appears in a harmless
guise, someone or something thevictims
seeevery day, it'sall themore exciting.

Likefilm makers, newsreportersand poli-
ticians also have stories to sell, stories
that have to be scary and entertaining.
And they’ve got to keep their audience
for longer than two hours; they need that
fever pitch of excitement to keep the
audience coming back for days or weeks
or months (or, in the case of paliticians,
until election day). But since they are
selling their stories as truth, not fiction,
they must either make sure that their
factsare undeniable or they must choose
avillain they think isincapable of fight-
ing back. Without the right to vote and
with few means to defend themselves as
agroup, youth have been chosen to play
therole of the perfect villain.

This scapegoating of youth is the topic
at theheart of “ Kidsand Guns,” 90 pages
of valuablefacts, examples, and references
which set therecord straight on youth crime.
Author Mike Males points out that there
islessjustification for speaking of “ten-
dencies’ or “trends’ of violence among
youth than therewould beto call “middle-
agers’ or “senior citizens’ especidly violent.
Kids commit fewer crimes, violent and
otherwise, than almost any group onecan
name! Yet no other group isso frequently
represented in the media by their few

Editor’s note: Content of reviewed books may not represent the views of ASFAR.

worst-behaving members (although postal
employees might have an understanding
of the scapegoating process). Males ex-
plains the press tactics:

Whileit’'snot surprising that the press
focuseson hyping rarecrimesby youths,
the problem is that reporters are not
content to portray them factually as
extremely uncommon, isolated events.
Instead, reportersartificialy aggrandize
their storiesby attaching larger signi-
ficancetothem. Anisolated incident
islinked with another i solated incident
months and thousands of miles away
to manufacture the image of “an
alarming new trend” that is" sweeping
theyoung” .... Theresult isthat each
rare event now becomes super-news-
worthy by means of representing it
as commonplace—a pattern, atrend,
an“epidemic”. Thisunethical media
tactic is reserved for the purpose of
demonizing powerless, unpopular
groups.... themediado not link more
common mass shootings by middle-
agers into a “spate” [of crime]
sweeping midlifers; older adultsarea
powerful group and therefore not
subject to demonization.

Politicians benefit from and use this
method aswell. Malescitesthe portrayas
of youth by former California Governor
Pete Wilson and other backers of Califor-
nia srecent ballot proposal, Proposition 21,
the “Gang Violence and Juvenile Crime
Prevention Act”:

Wilson and Prop 21'sbackersfaced a
clear dilemma: they were pushing a
lock’em-up initiative state fiscal
analystsestimated would [codt] ... “at
least hundreds of millions of dollars
annually” .... Yet, most inconveniently,
youth violence was way down, as it
has been throughout the 1990s ....
youth homicidefell by 42%in 1999to
77% below its 1990 level. Violent
crimesby youthsdropped 6%in 1999
and stood at 25% lower than the early
‘90s. Juvenile crime declines, which
include a 47% drop in felony arrest
rates over the last 25 years, were far
larger than occurred among adults.

News Links

Three Heroin Deaths, None Teenagers

The Reno Gazette-Journal of May 1, 2001 reported overdose deaths of three adults
in three days; two were in their 40s (the other person’s age was not mentioned).
Thetiny newsitem at <http://www.rgj.com/news2/stories/news/988784777.html>
did not speculate on a new “wave’ of heroin abuse among adults, but simply

warned of “bad heroin” going around.

Mental Declines Start Early

In an article we overlooked last November, researchers found that deterioration in
short-term memory and mental agility do not beginin old age, ascommonly believed.
Tests indicate that people in their 20s are already going downhill, with the declines
continuing at aconstant rate throughout thelife span. Performance on testsfor these
skillsindicates that “ decreases of almost 1 percent per year are found in samples of
healthy adults’, according to a Georgia Institute of Technology psychologist. The full
article may befound at <http//www.freep.com/news/heath/think17 20001117.htm>.
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Wilson and initiative backers didn’t
mention that, of course. Instead, he
warned of a“31%increase” in serious
violent crime” by juvenilesin south-
ern Orange County from 1997 to 1998.
The juvenile crime leap he cited
occurred. It amounted to awhopping
30 more arrestsin the south county’s
... 600,000 people—97 youths arrested
for violent offensesin1997,127in 1998.
For perspective, these samecitiesre-
ported 2,300 casesof domesticviolence,
1,600 involving weapons, in 1998.

But Governor Wilson’'s scare tactics
worked—Proposition 21 passed with 69%
of the vote in Orange County and 62%
statewide. Maesdescribesafocusgroup
of ordinary citizens of Orange County,
who believed that people under 18 were
responsiblefor most crimes:

| asked the two dozen average
countianswho they pictured asthe

typical violent criminal lurking to
prey on innocent folks .... The

News Links

Impetuous Adults Unsafe Riders

Males, Mike A. “Kids and Guns” : How Politicians, Experts, and
the Press Fabricate Fear of Youth. Monroe, Maine :

citizenry, polite before, erupted.
“A 12-year-old gang member who
has no conscience about life and
death,” a Costa Mesa clerk spat.
“A high-schooler or gang member
—novdueonhumanlife,” shrilled
aSantaAnamother. An African-
American grandmother snapped
that gangs of “eight-, nine-, ten-
year-oldsarekilling peopl€’ in her
Westminster neighborhood .... |
asked what proportion of the
county’sviolent crimesthe focus
group believed was committed by
youths—which | specified as
“persons under 18 yearsold”. A
junior college student guessed 40%.
“Atleast 80%,” trumped adapper
Anaheim Hillswhitehair. On av-
erage, the group believed kids
committed two-thirds of the
county’smurders, rapes, robberies,
and aggravated assaullts.

(Truth break: county law enforce-
ment records show youthsaccount
for 14% of the county’s violent
crimearrestsand probably lessthan
10% of itstotal violent offenses.

According to Nationa Highway Traffic Safety Administration statistics, the average
age of motorcycle accident fatalitiesrosefrom 29.3t0 36.5 in the past decade. From
1994 to 1999, asdeaths among bikersyounger than 35 dropped 22%, they increased
59% among bikers 35 and older. Thestory appearsat <http://www.latimes.com/news/

nation/20010325/t000025852.html >.

Hotheaded Adults Unsafe Spectators

From the May 6 New York Times (dthough it seems like old news): reports from the
National Alliancefor Youth Sportsindicatethat physical or verbal abuse by parentsor
coachesoccursin about 15% of youth games. A survey by the National Association
of Sports Officias (which recently began offering assault insurance to its members)
found that 90 percent of high schools reported problems with a shortage of referees.
| found this story free online via<http://www.nytimes/com/2001/05/06/sports/06
SPOR.html 7ex=990417600& en=109abf6403900470& €i=5004& partner=NETZERO>.

Common Courage Press, [2001].

In the last two decades, atotal of
one 12-year-old, one 11-year-old,
and zero children younger than 11
were arrested for homicide—and
none during the 1990s).

Whoa, | thought, these focus-group
folks must have taken heavy
casuatiesfrom brutal gangbangers
to harbor such fury. Turned out
NONE of them had beenvictimized
personally by a violent juvenile
or knew anyonewho had been ....
So, if none had been brutalized by
pistol packing cherubs, wheredid
these good citizens get their para
lyzing fear of youth crime? From
newspapers, broadcast news, and
police, the group agreed ...

Mdes researchismeticulous. Some of his
arguments, especially those including
tables and figures, are difficult to follow
with a casual reading, and require close
attention and rereading (at least for me).
But even aquick skimyields awealth of
useful information.

The greatest feature of “ Kidsand Guns’ is
thatitisfreel Common Courage Press, the
publisher of Males' earlier books, hasmade
thisoneavailablein pdf format onitsweb
Site at <Www.Commoncouragepress.coms>.

All you need isacomputer with web access
and Acrobat software (which can bedown-
loaded for free by following alink on the
site). If you don’'t have all these things,
drop me a note at the PO. box address
(see page 2 of this issue) or my e-mail

address (above); maybe | can send you a
disk or printout. It'swell worth reading.
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Editorial

America land of thefree. However, every
freedom has some sort of rules, akind of
discipline, someform of order. Oneof these
rulesisthat no American canlegally drink
any alcoholic beverage, or anything con-
taining alcohol, for that matter, until the
ageof 21. Another, in my town, isthat
no one can legally be outside of their
homeor someone e se’ shomeafter 11 PM.
until they reach the age of 17. But aswe
all know, somerulesareunfair, unjust, or
just do not make senseat all. Theselaws
do have a purpose—a very good one in
fact—but they should be changed if this
country continues to pride itself on being
free. Thiscountry may be free, but only
if you're an adult, and that’s a problem
that needsto be fixed.

One of the reasons that some laws are
unjust is because of the way theworldis
viewed by the peoplewho runiit. Instead of
trying to makethingstheway they should
be, they make things they way that will
bring them more money, or morevotes.

The legal drinking age of 21 is one law
that needs rethinking. Believeit or not,
the vast majority of underage drinkers
have more sense than any adult would
ever think. The point iswe are not hurt-
ing anybody by just having a good time
with a couple of drinks, yet even if we
never leave the house, it is still acrime.
What is the reason for this, do you ask?
So the police have another reasonto give
out tickets and make you give them more
money. Call itinjustice, call it capitalism,
call it greed, call it what you wish, but
ultimately it’swrong, and it goes against
what this country was based on: freedom.

The next law born from ignorance is the
all-too-controversial curfew law. Thislaw
states ssimply that no minor may beout in
public without adult supervision. This
law isno lessridiculousthan requiring a
walkinglicense. Under thislaw, | canbe
ticketed for sitting on my front porch at
midnight, unless my mother is out there

Editor’s note: Opinions expressed may not represent the views of ASFAR.

withme. Thatis, until theday | turn 17.
| admit that | almost never follow the
curfew law .... If me and my friends get
hungry at 11:30 at night, we should have
the right to go get some food without
having to wake up our parents. Another
exampleisthis: I've been to about seven
local concerts, each of which costs me
closeto $10. Out of those seven shows,
I’ve only actually seen the band play
twice, and those two timeswere only be-
causemy band wasa so playing that show
(my band playing countsasajob, soI’'m
immuneto curfew on those nightsonly).

Studies have shown that curfew laws do
not lower the percentage of teen crime,
nor do they lower the rate of teen deaths.
Curfew laws have done nothing to ben-
efit the community. Thereal crimeisina
person’sactions, not in how latethey stay
out. Not only that, but curfew laws are
unconstitutional. Some have already
been found to be unconstitutional by the
courts. If it'sunconstitutional in onecity,
it should be unconstitutional throughout
theentire country. Thecurfew lawshave
created more problems than they have
solved (which would be none), and they
aso violate the contract signed by our
founding fathers from which this country
was built. So who has the authority to
break that agreement? Nobody, because
none of those peoplearestill aliveto give
their consent, so what is on paper should
remainforever. A contract that important
should never be considered null and void.
However, this country has been violating
every ruleever setin placefor years, and
they are continuing this with these un-
constitutional curfew laws.

Finally, another mindlessrestrictionis
the legal working age of 16. It shouldn’t
be considered child labor if the child is
willingtowork (rather than forced). Take
me, for example. I'vebeeninaband since

... Of Legal Age?
Chris Tapia

| was in fifth grade, and being in a band
costsalot of money. You haveto pay for
equipment, amplifiers, microphones, PA.
systems, studio time, etc. All that stuff
costs a lot of money—a lot of money
that our parents couldn’t always provide.
So ever sincel was 11, I’ ve had to make
dowith the$90 amplifier and $200 guitar
that my parents could barely afford,
as opposed to the $1,650 amplifier and
the $900 guitar I’ ve bought myself since
| turned 16. We could never afford studio
time until about a year ago (normally
studio time is $45 an hour, and one song
can take up to 3 hoursto finish). So be-
cause of theselabor laws, we' rejust now
coming out with our CD that should've
come out years ago.

Job choice should also be about who
can do thejob better. Attheageof 12,
| was more responsible than a lot of 18
year olds| know now, and I’'msurel could
learntoflip aburger or sweep afloor just
aseasly asthey could, if not easier. Young
people should have the sameright to work
and make money as anyone else.

The point of this essay is to persuade
whoever reads it to join with those who
seek unity, inany form. Whether you want
to believe it or not, age restrictions are
another form of prejudice, no different
from racism, sexism, or homophobia.
Saying that aminor cannot be out past
11 o'clock at night is just as wrong as,
say, restricting women from watching
R-rated movies. | know that this essay
will probably be ignored or discarded,
just like everything else that doesn’t
agree with other people’s beliefs, but |
feel it's my duty as aminor to share the
thoughts that everyone under 21 thinks
but isafraid to express.
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Six Killed Doing Court-Ordered Work

Last year, six Nevadateenagersdiverted
by their county’sFamily & Youth Services
Department into awork program for
non-violent offenders (inlieu of juvenile
detention or fines) were struck by acar as
they picked up trash along an interstate
highway. One of the victims wasin the
work program because shecouldn’t afford
to pay the fine for a curfew violation.
A commentary at <http://www.lvrj.com/
Ivrj_home/2000/M ar-22-Wed-2000/
opinion/13215737.html> questionswhether
child labor laws even permit teens to
perform this type of work, in such close
proximity to high-speed traffic. A state
assembly bill has been introduced to stop
these teen “chain gangs’ <http://www.
leg.state.nv.us/71st/Reports/history.
cfm?D=3410>; it isexpected to pass.

The National Highway Transportation Safety
Administration web site <http://www.nhtsa.dot.
gov/> listsdriving-related billsintroduced around
the nation. Here are just a few of the recent ones:

Connecticut

Bill Number: SB 956 Active

Requires newly-licensed drivers to place “new
driver” plates on vehicles to reduce likelihood
of receiving road rage. Sen. Biagio Ciotto (D)
Jan 19, 2001: Referred to Joint Transportation
Comm. Thu, Feb 8, 2001.

lowa

Bill Number: HB 168 Active

Prohibits minors with instruction permit or in-
termediate license from using cell phone while
driving (except 911 calls). Rep. Janet Petersen
(D) et a. Feb 5, 2001: Introduced. Feb 6, 2001:
House Comm. on Transportation, subcommittee
assignment. Fri, Feb 16, 2001.

Maine

Bill Number: HB 34 Active

Provides 10% insurance discount to driversover
55 completing safe driving course. Rep. Arthur
Mayo (R) 1/9/01 - Introduced. Fri, Feb 9, 2001.

New Jersey

Bill Number: SB 1885 Active

Driver’slicense suspension until age 21 for stu-
dentscausing disruptionin school. Sen. Anthony
Bucco (R) 11/13/00 - Referred to Education
Comm. Fri, Feb 9, 2001.

Ilinois“Youth Drug Law” Under Fire

A 1987 law requiring automatic transfer
to adult court of minorscharged with drug
offenses “within 1000 feet of aschool or
public housing project” finally got some
vigorous opposition at a May 4 protest
outside the Chicago office of the Cook
County State's Attorney (see <http://
www.buildingblocksforyouth.org/
advisory 0509.html> for the announce-
ment). The group’s press release points
out that of the 259 Cook County youth
transferred to adult court under the law
last year, 258 were minorities. Thedis-
criminatory nature of thelaw isdescribed
in a report found at <http://www.
buildingblocksforyouth.org/illinois/
illincis.html>.

Tennessee

Bill Number: HB 1231 Active

Prohibits driver under 18 from operating vehi-
clewhile using hand-held cellular or car phone.
Rep. Maddox (D) Assigned to subcommitteeon
Transportation and Safety Planning of Trans-
portation Comm. Feb 14, 2001. (Companion
bill introduced in Senate.)

Virginia

Bill Number: HB 2381 Active

Prohibits driver under 18 licensed for less than
one year from driving between sunset and sun-
rise or using cellphone while vehiclein motion.
Del. Anne Rhodes (R) 1/10/01 - Referred to
Transportation Comm. Fri, Feb 9, 2001.

Bill Number: HB 2811 Active

Requires minors applying for drivers license to
have had at least 25 hours of driving experience,
at least 5 hours at night; increases minimum age
for learner’s permits. Rep. Thomas Bolvin (R)
1/19/01 - Introduced and referred to Transpor-
tation Comm. 2/2/01 - Pass from Committee.
Fri, Mar, 09, 2001.

Bill Number: HB 2766 Active

Licenses of drivers under 21 to be suspended if
found in possession of acohol. Rep. James Al-
mand (D) 1/19/01 - Referred to Comm. on Courts
of Justice. 2/4/01 - Tabled. Fri, Mar 9, 2001.

News Links

Tried As Adult; Treated As Child

A Florida 14-year old will face afirst
degree murder charge after his parents
rejected aplea offer on hisbehalf. This
articleclearly statestwicethat the parents
were the oneswho rejected the plea—see
<http://www.cnn.com/2001/L AW/04/17/
teacher.shooting.plea.02/index.html>.
Our source for this story also points out
that if a minor being tried as an adult
obtained bail, the court would probably
only allow his release to the “custody
of his parents’—the “maturity” that the
minor supposedly possesses to commit
an adult crime does not entitle that minor
to the rights of an adult.

Trends

Bill Number: HB 2475 Active

Allows school boardsrequest that DMV suspend
license of minor driver not meeting compulsory
attendance requirements. Dep. W.B. Keister (D)
1/19/01 - Referred to Transportation Comm.
2/2/01 - Tabled. Fri, Mar 9, 2001.

Bill Number: SB 1131 Active

Increases minimum age for learner’s permit from
15 to 16; increases minimum age for driver’'s
license from 16 to 17. Sen. Henry Marsh 111 (D)
1/10/01 - Referred to Transportation Comm.
Fri, Feb 9, 2001.

Bill Number: SB 1329 Active
Establishesadditional restrictions(curfew, passen-
gers, 40 hours supervised driving) for minors.
Sen. William Mims (R) 1/12/01 - Referred to
Transportation Comm. 1/29/01 - Engrossed by
Senate. 1/30/01 - Passed Senate to the House.
Fri, Feb 9, 2001.

Bill Number: HB 1575 Active

Two year license suspension for minor making
bomb threat. Del. Robert Orrock (R) 1/16/01 -
Engrossed by House. 1/17/01 - Passed House,
sent to Senate. 1/19/01 - Referred to Senate
Comm. on Courts of Justice. Fri, Feb 9, 2001.
(Companion hill introduced in Senate.)
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Scapegoating of Youth

continued from page 1

The wording of headlines chosen is
another common way to create biasin
media; headlines are the most frequently
read element of a newspaper (Media
Awareness Network), so by danting them
newspapers can affect the impressions
of even more people. The headlineonthe
front page of the March 1 Washington
Post was “ 1st-Grader Shoots Classmate
to Death” (Slevin and Claiborne). The
next day’s headline regarding the Penn-
sylvania shooting simply read “Pa.
Hostage-Taker Surrenders After Fatal
Shootings.” The headline describing the
adult shooting is much less dramatic
and not as inflammatory as the youth
shooting headline (Slevin and Sanderson).

Also, different imagery included in the
articlesisasourceof bias. Certain photo
angles and pictures can capture different
messages about the subject in them.
Another source of media bias can be
found in the way that mass media uses
names and titles to describe the persons
involvedin crime. A paper could describe
someone as an “ex-con” or as someone
who “served time for a minor offense”;
whilethese statements could describethe
sameperson, they clearly give adifferent
dant to the reporting. (Media Awareness
Network) The inflation of statistics and
other numerical dataiscommon practice
among the press. Many people put more
faith in statistics because they believe
that they are harder to twist. For that
reason they are more easily tricked when
those statistics turn out to be biased.

Source control is a method used to
misrepresent quotes and other factsin a
news story. Using quotes from less
reputable sources alongside professionals
isanexampleof this. A hasty reader would
fail to realize the biasin presenting con-
flicting views by two unequal speakers.
Word choice and tone is one very effective
method of creating a bias; minute dif-
ferences in the meanings of words can
convey subtle biasesin thetext of articles.

The biases listed here are all applied to
the anti-youth hysteria that dominates
mass mediasources. Whilefundamentally
no different than adult crime, youth crime
results in disastrous stereotyping and
scapegoating of our younger generation.
The stereotyping of youth as violent
predatory criminalsisfelt in the everyday
lives of youth in this country and others.
“Media spokespersons have uncorked
their own fury at adolescents, revealing
that anti-youth media distortions may
not stem from poor journalism alone,
but a large dose of personal hostility”
(Males, Scapegoat Generation 27).

Most indicative of this youth scape-
goating and labeling is the theory of the
oncoming “ super-predator” described by
John Dilulio, a professor of politics and

public affairsat Princeton University,ina
1995 article in the conservative Weekly
Sandard magazine. Based on demographic
information that predicts a surge in the
youth population around the year 2010,
Dilulio concludes that a new breed of
“high-rate juvenile offenders [will be]
coming at us in waves over the next
several decades’ (Farr, “ Getting Tough™).
Based on the conclusion that the number
of criminal swithin ademographic group
isaconstant percentage, Dilulio arguesthat
aprojected increase in youth population
will create a dramatic increase in the
number of juvenile offenders. However,
Franklin E. Zimring, aprofessor of law at
the University of California at Berkley,
states that “the only proper inference to
be drawn from knowing that an extra
million teenagerswill be present at some
future time is that there will be a larger
group of teenagers’ (Zimring 63).

This over-hyped concept of “super-
predators’ has been used extensively by
the mediato induce fear in the popul ace.
“TV news has been guilty of fanning
the flames of fear” says Larry Perret,
news director for KCBS-TV (channel 2)
in Los Angeles (qtd. in Farr, “Fear
Reigns’). The media has been highly
successful in“fanning the flames of fear”
and have created a massive public
misconception about youth crime. Ina
recent Gallup poll adultswere asked about
youth crime rates, “The adults polled
estimated that youth were responsiblefor
43 percent of violent crimes. The truth?
FBI statistics show that juveniles are
responsiblefor 13 percent of violent crime,
lessthan athird of what the adults polled
thought” (Bervera, Cyril and Yarborough).
A direct result of this national miscon-
ception of youth is the recent trend in
“cracking down” upon youth crime. Cur-
rently youth sentences are “60 percent
longer than adult sentences for the same
crime’ (Bervera, Cyril and Yarborough).
Certainly this media-induced fear is
guilty of propagating theimage of youth
asviolent predatory criminals, andis€licit-
ing heavy-handed and harmful responses
against youth across the nation.

One victim of this “anti-youth hysteria’
iscurrent American University freshman
CarrieRainen. Inhigh school, Carrieand
her friendswerelabeled asdifferent by the
rest of the school. After the Columbine
tragedy, Carrieand her friends cameinto
conflict with the authorities. “Ryan was
probably the sweetest kid on earth, who
would lay down his life for any of his
friends. He was a shy, quiet boy, who
often retreated into hisartwork, music, or
video games. Heand hisbest friend Matt
were also black clad, free thinkers. As
theyear went by, Ryan and Matt adopted
avery gothic style. They worelong black
trench coats and spike bracelets. Ryan
also had anincredibly big spike necklace
and helet hislong hair grow out, shaved
underneath and dyed it bright red.
Though on the outside, Ryan looked
weird, hewasstill asweetheart. Hisstyle
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wasjust hisway of expressing hisartistic
talent and interests. After Columbine,
however, the school cracked on us
‘weirdos'—I had to stop wearing my
biker jacket and my bike chain bracelet;
Erichad to leave hisspikesat home. But
no one was more affected than Matt, and
especially Ryan. At onepoint, oneof the
assistant principals yanked his necklace
off. Guidance all of a sudden took an
interestinthem. Their parentswerecalled.
And they were not allowed to wear their
trench coats to school anymore. This up-
set mealot, because no oneever took the
timetotalk tous. They saw that wewere
different, and by sad coincidence, shared
someinterestswith the Columbinekillers.
That was no reason to all of a sudden
take away our rightsof self-expression ...
had my school even had ahint of adress
code, maybe then | would understand,
but nothing was forbidden to wear at my
high school ... after Columbine, thekillers
were held up as models for the insane
outcast killer.”

Clearly, measurestakenin responsetothe
media’s creation of anti-youth fear have
had a disastrous effect on innocent youth
across the nation. The fear that is being
created towards youth can be compared
to the red scare of the nineteen-fifties.
Yet the stories of theinnocent youth who
lose their freedoms from restrictive new
rules never make the headlines.

Mediabiasisthefirst step; oncethey have
made the agenda, the politicians respond
totheir constituents’ misinformed beliefs.
Constituents get their fear from the
“6 0’ clock news—it'sdl crimereporting,”
says Robert Presley, former California
state senator and now chairman of the
Sacramento-based Youthful Offender
Parole Board. “The public fears violent
crime. AndtheLegidatureand Congress
respond to the public fears’ (Farr, “Fear
Reigns’). Fromlocal school boardsto Sate
governments to the President himself,
all officialsfeel the need to appear to be
solving the “youth problem,” though
often their programs have little effect in

solving the real problems. In pursuit of
re-election, politicians create programs
that affect youth. Therefore, they aretack-
ling aproblem that concernsall of society,
but only negatively affecting non-voters.

Recently President Clinton wrote areport
titled, “The President’s Anti-Gang and
Youth Violence Strategy,” which contains
much anti-youth bias and stereotypes.
Thefirst paragraph of the overview to this
report sates, “Whileoveral crimeratesare
dropping, young people areincreasingly
the perpetrators and victims of some of
society’smost violent crimes. Indeed, until
recently, the rate of youth violence has
dimbed dramatically. For example, between
1984 and 1993, therate of homicidescom-
mitted by juveniles skyrocketed 169%”"

(Clinton). Thisreport waswrittenin 1997,
after four years of declining youth crime.
Yet Clinton uses older statistics to
fabricate a need for his new programs.
Clinton’s methods are indicative of what
politicians in all areas and from both
parties do to use the public’s focus on
youth crime to make themselves appear
to be hel ping the problem.

Clinton highlights policy initiativessuch
as curfews, school uniforms, and drug
testing as positive actions that should be
implemented to solve the youth violence
problem. These programs take away
congtitutionally protected liberties from
youth. However, sinceyouth do not vote,
they cannot object. Thesefalse solutions
appear beneficial to an adult voting age
population who are unaffected by these
policies, but in fact do little to solve the
problem of youthviolence. MikeA. Males,
a sociologist and author, wrote a paper

discussing the effectiveness of youth
curfews. Inthisreport hesays, “A major
underlying assumption of curfewsisthat
they reduce risk by removing juveniles
from public space. However, thereis no
systematic study of the effects of curfew”
(Mdesand Macdlair, Analysisof Curfew).
Males argues that media images of the
effectiveness of youth curfews are based
on scattered anecdotal evidence. “Clams
to date that curfews affect crime and
youth behavior represent little more than
unsupported assertions” (Males and
Macallair, Analysis of Curfew).

Curfew laws are unproven solutions to
complex problems, yet they are seen as
good public policy. Politiciansare eager to
support vote-gettinginitiativeslike curfews
and other laws purported to solve youth
violence. A knowledgeable Senate source
said in 1984 that another anti-youth issue
was “now seen as good public policy, one
you can't lose on, and thisis an election
year” (Feaver). Thistype of thinking
permeates our body of elected officials.

Paliticiansand the mediafrequently make
use of scientific studies and doctors’
research regarding the physical and
emotional state of adolescents. Labeling
youth as a class of people full of “storm
and stress” contributes to the notion that
they cannot become full members of our
society and deserve specia behavioral
restrictionsunheard of inthe adult world.
Modern perceptions of unstable youth hark
back to the age of “ genetic determinism,”
a pseudo-science prominent at the turn
of the 20" century. These scientists con-
ducted highly bigoted and biased studies
meant to prove that non-white races and
women weregenetically inferior to white
males and therefore required fewer rights
and privileges. “The respected American
Medicine of 1907 editorialized against
expanding rights for blacks who, being
‘without brains,” could not comprehend
theimplicationsof their actions’ (Males,
Scapegoat Generation 32). Thisform of
racist science formed the basis of south-
ernargumentsinfavor of whitesupremacy.
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Scapegoating of Youth
continued from page 11

Today these racist theories have been
wholly discarded, and their error and
bigotry havebeenredized. Unfortunately,
new bigotry has arisen towards the
new scapegoat in soci ety—adol escents.
The New Physician reported the following
on teen suicide: “Adolescenceisatime
of turbulence marked by rapid, physical,
sexud, socid and emotiond development.
It isatime of confusion and rebellion”
(qtd. in Males Scapegoat Generation 33).
If women or non-whites were referred
toas*" confused or rebellious,” theauthor
of the article would be shunned from

the medical community. Yet, society is
inundated with studies and comments
such as these, and use them to form

public policy.

While youth violence is a terrible
problemin our nation, current effortsto
combat it are based on stereotyping and
scapegoating of youth as “predatory
animals’ and have proven to cause more
harm than good. Powerful national
forces such asthe media, politiciansand
the medical community perpetuate the
idea of youth as an inferior class of
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